BASIC FIRST AID FOR YOUR HUNTING DOG

Imaging running as fast as you can through a wooded draw with your head two feet off the ground and the only thing on your mind is the bird you can smell ahead of you. What do you think the chances of hurting your self would be? It is amazing that our hunting dogs don’t get hurt more often. I always prepare for the worse and so far I have been lucky. Taking a basic first aid kit with you on a hunting trip is a good idea, and you don’t need to have it specifically for your dog, over the years I have probably used more items out of my first aid kit on my self or hunting partners than I have on the dogs. I carry a larger first aid kit in my truck and than I carry some basics in my vest. The items in my vest are there to prevent me from having to walk back to the truck to take care of a minor problem or to temporarily take care of a bigger problem. In my vest I have a good pair of hemostats that I use to pull porcupine quills, remove thorns and cactus spines and in an emergency could be used to clamp off a large superficial bleeding vessel. I also carry a small role of white tape, a couple of gauze pads, and I have some duct tape wrapped around my water bottle. The only other first aid item in my vest is a set of cordura dog booties that can be used to protect the feet or cover minor cuts to the pads or foot. With these basic items in my vest I have been able to deal with all kinds of misshapes in the field. One common emergency that I have seen frequently in hunting dogs is a bleeding wound. When dealing with any type of bleeding direct pressure is usually your best bet. . I once had to tare the tail off my shirt and duct tape it in place over a wound that was bleeding profusely until I could get the animal to a place that I could sew things up.

 The biggest concern I have during early season hunts is keeping my dog cooled off and well hydrated. There are some commercially available electrolyte solutions for dogs that are great but the main thing is plenty of water. I have taught my dogs to drink from a camel back, which is really handy if you are hunting in dry areas and you get a long way from the truck. Keeping a dog cool and well hydrated is not only important for their health but you will find that there scenting ability is greatly improved. I have seen over heated dogs run right over the top of birds that they should have easily found. I also wet my dog down every chance I get when it is real hot out. Fortunately we don’t have a lot of snakes in this area but another early season concern in some regions is snake bites. There are a lot of myths regarding the treatment of snake bites and what to do if your dog gets bit. The best treatment is preventing the bite in the first place by training your dog to stay away from snakes. There are number of methods of doing this written in the literature, and if you plan on hunting in an area with a lot of snakes I would recommend looking in to this. Other wise if your dog does get bit by a snake the treatment is very simple, get him to a veterinarian as soon as possible. In the course of getting your dog to the vet try to minimize his movement for example bring your truck to him rather than making him walk to the truck. Very few snake bites are fatal if treated promptly, but proper supportive care can be critical. 
